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Aesop’s Fables
Oral Tradition circa 500 B.C.E.



Arthur Rackham, British,  1912



Orbis Sensualium Pictus
“Visible World in Pictures” 
Jan Amos Comenius, Bohemia, 1658





A Pretty Little Pocket Book
John Newbery, British, 1744







Beatrix Potter, British,  1901



Beatrix Potter, British,  1901



Blanche Fisher Wright, American,  1916



Blanche Fisher Wright, American,  1916



E.H. Shepard, British,  1926



E.H. Shepard, British,  1926



Wanda Gag, American,  1928



Wanda Gag, American,  1928



Dr. Suess, American,  1937



Dr. Suess, American,  1937



Ludwig Bemelmans, American,  1939



Ludwig Bemelmans, American,  1939



Astrid Lindgren, Swedish,  1945



Astrid Lindgren, Swedish,  1945



Ezra Jack Keats, American,  1962



Ezra Jack Keats, American,  1962



Maurice Sendak, American,  1963



Maurice Sendak, American,  1963



Edward Gorey, American,  1963



Edward Gorey, American,  1963



Shel Silverstein, American,  1974



Shel Silverstein, American,  1974



Mitsumasa Anno, Japanese,  1977



Mitsumasa Anno, Japanese,  1977



Taro Gomi, Japanese,  1977



Taro Gomi, Japanese,  1977



Lois Ehlert, American,  1989



Lois Ehlert, American,  1989



Tim Burton, American,  1997



Tim Burton, American,  1997



Christopher Myers, American,  2008



Christopher Myers, American,  2015



Ian Falconer American,  2000



Ian Falconer American,  2000



John Klassen, American,  2011



John Klassen, American,  2011



Divya Srinivasan, American,  2011



Divya Srinivasan, American,  2011



Vashti Harrison, American,  2017



Vashti Harrison, American,  2017



-Will the story teach a moral lesson? i.e. Aesop’s Fables

Considerations:

-Or will the story teach a practical lesson? Like learning  
the alphabet?

-What is the targeted age group? Consider parents are also the  target audience for children’s 
books. Children older than 7 will have less emphasis on pictures and more on reading. 

-What is the appropriate style for the content? Should it be black/white line 
drawings? Vector? Simulated painting, gouache? Colorful? Muted? Monochromatic? 

-Or will the story teach a Social-Emotional Learning - process of developing the 
self-awareness, self-control, and interpersonal skills that are vital of school, 
work and life success



-Start with an existing public domain story, like a fairy tale 
for example.

Process:

-Rewrite the characters. Design the characters and background, and prop 
elements. Create a style frame (this may be the draft of one of your spreads)

-Choose a section of the story and storyboard three two-page 
spreads.

-Refine the storyboards.

-Develop spread Compositions. Choose typefaces. Finalize.


